
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2019, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Council Member Amon gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Vice Mayor Warner led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council 
Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

Staff Present: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; 
Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney; William Ponce, Police Chief; David Gray, Police 
Lieutenant; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS:

Jeron Mumme commented that he had sent an email to the Bureau of Reclamation to 
see if they had an update for the water, just out of curiosity. Mr. Mumme said that 
according to them, the Town never put in an application, or CAP never put in an 
application to do that. He asked, if the Bureau of Reclamation is even willing to 
recognize us, and if we should still be trying for the water deal. 

Jeron Mumme asked if there was an update on the hydrologist that we were going to 
hire to come in and look for an area to put in a new water well. 

Skip Gallup noted that on the agenda there will be a discussion of reducing one board 
from seven members to five members. He indicated he did not understand why the 
Council would want to do that. He spoke of getting members, and he commented that 
people do not want to come to Council, and if they do not want to come to Council, they 
do not want to be on a board either. He said the system, to him, is broken. Mr. Gallup 
said one application was put in in March and nothing was said about that application for 
six months; that seems out of kilter to him. Mr. Gallup shared that he thought there 
should at least be a method to let the person putting in the application know it was 
received and went across the appropriate desk. 
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Skip Gallup suggested that the Town have a faster process for accepting applications 
and letting people know that the Town holds board member fairs twice a year, before 
the season starts and after the season ends, at the Community Center with one table 
per board at which the chairman and another member of the board would be seated. 

Shanana Rain Golden-Bear, Quartzsite Chamber and Tourism, announced that Alliance 
Metals is having job fairs this Thursday, the 26th at the Senior Center and, she thought, 
this Friday, the 27th in Parker. She told everyone that Quartzsite has a loosely formed 
coalition for the homeless, and they have been working on creating a community expo 
which would be a great opportunity for folks from different agencies in Town to share 
information about their services. She indicated the expo is expected to happen in 
November at the Community Center. · 

Shanana Rain Golden-Bear announced that this weekend at GRIT, the Royal Contest 
for the princesses and everyone will take place along with other events at Manitoba 
Park. She announced that next weekend, October 3 through October 5, is the Native 
Visions Film Fest. She encouraged folks to go say hi to our neighbors and enjoy this 
opportunity. 

Marilyn McFate reminded people of the blood drive hosted by the Women's Club on 
Monday, October 14, 2019, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

BUSINESS: 

2. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of September 10, 2019.

Council Member Schue moved to approve the minutes for September 10, 2019. 

Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

3. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following check series: Accounts Payable Operating Account - Check Series
#45893-45907, #45920-45962, #45964-46004, totaling $226,550.15; Accounts
Payable USDA Account - Check Series (no checks); Payroll Check Series -
#45908-45919, .(VOID #45816) totaling $81,848.08 (Note #45963 out of
sequence will be included for the 9/27 payroll cycle.); Grand Total
$308,398.23.

Mayor Simpson commented that the Accounts Payable USDA Account had no checks. 
He asked if that meant there is no action on that. 
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Town Manager Ferguson replied that is correct, there are no checks at this time. 

Mayor Simpson asked if that is going to be a format where there will be a space in there 
for that USDA Account each time, or a one-time thing. He noted it is a change in the 
Council item's format. 

Town Manager Ferguson said it was a change for him, too, but he thought they were 
trying to show that we have been having expenditures each time, and it was just that 
there were no checks cut at this time for that account. 

Mayor Simpson responded, as long as we know it is something new to our book. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to approve the Ledger of Accounts and Payroll Paid check 
number series 45893 through 46004 including voided check 45816 and 45963 payroll 
for grand total of $308,398.23. 

Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

4. PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP - Discussion and
possible adoption of Resolution to reduce the membership in the Parks &
Recreation Committee to five members.

Town Manager Ferguson indicated this board is the one board for which we have had a 
terrible time keeping members, and he noted that with a five-member board, it only 
takes three members for a quorum. He talked about different considerations and needs 
for the Parks and Recreation Committee as well as for the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. 

There was a discussion of how inviting people from Rainbow Acres and La Paz Valley 
has helped the situation of finding enough members. 

Council Member Amon asked if it would be possible to go back to a seven-member 
Parks and Recreation Committee in the future. 

Town Manager Ferguson answered yes, and he indicated there are a lot of other areas 
in which we can use volunteers. 

Jeron Mumme commented on how he has been asking for this change in board 
members since the last time he sat on that board in March. He spoke of the board's 
importance to the Town. 
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Council Member Amon noted she has no objection if it will make the board more 
productive. 

Mayor Simpson commented that he would like to see the number of members go back 
up to seven when there are enough volunteers; in the meantime, this will get us going 
and keep it going throughout the season, hopefully. The Mayor said he agreed with Skip 
that maybe a better concerted effort to advertise is needed, as well as some training -
something to do a little more promotion of it. He noted that this is an ongoing problem 
and talked of getting involved in civic service. He explained that a little training may 
make volunteers less fearful of the unknown or unsure of what they are to do 
concerning the rules and regulations of a meeting. 

Council Member Amon suggested that if we do a fair and have it advertised like Mr. 
Gallup said, people in the general public who do not know that we have volunteer 
spaces available on boards where they could be helpful and productive might be happy 
to do that. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to adopt Resolution Number 19-14 to change the 
Parks and Recreation Committee to a five-member committee. 

Council Member Amon seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

5. GENERATOR MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT WITH THE SENIOR CENTER -
Discussion and possible approval of agreement.

Council Member BearCat commented that she read through this and would like a 
couple of things to be added to it, so she would like to table it so it can be rewritten. She 
said that what she would like to have on there is that if the CAT generator is sold or 
disposed of in any way, that the Town of Quartzsite has first right of refusal. 

Town Manager Ferguson said there is a generator at the Senior Center that needs to be 
properly maintained, and they do not always have the staff to be able to take care of 
that and the Town does. He explained there was a verbal understanding in 2014 that 
the Town would try to help in that regard, and of course, the Senior Center itself has 
had changes in people. He said it came to a discussion that if we are going to do this, 
let us formalize it with an agreement. He said we were in a position of expending public 
monies on something that was not ever passed by the Council, so we decided that we 
needed to memorialize this in a written agreement that would say, 'this is what we want 
to do, and this is why.' 

Town Manager Ferguson said in order to avoid the gift clause that the State has, which 
basically says we do not just give money to an organization unless they can show that 
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they can serve a public purpose, something that we would lack otherwise. He said the 
understanding was that the Senior Center would provide a cooling station and he 
explained how that is of public value and that we can help in some fashion to 
compensate for the value. He said we agreed to help take care of the generator, to 
maintain it properly, not to replace it or anything like that; we do not own it. 

Town Manager Ferguson told Council Member BearCat that the thought that she had 
was certainly a reasonable thought, and he said, the other concern that he has is that 
we did not fully address the issue of the cooling center. He explained it was basically 
said they are going to provide a cooling center, then he asked what happens if they do 
not. He said he does not think it is a big issue, but it probably is something that we 
ought to address in this document, so he would have no problems with tabling this to 
address those items. 

Mayor Simpson commented that we do need a requirement that they be open with 
somebody there, staff, during the summer. He spoke of the importance of the generator. 

Council Member BearCat said we are going to maintain it, put the parts in, keep the 
fuel, change the oil and all those things, and in the contract, we are expecting the 
Senior Center to pay us money for doing those things. She shared her suggestion that 
we do those things, but in tum, they do not request money from the outreach program 
for the summer. She said we are taking the burden of the expense of the generator off 
of them and, in trade, we do not give them any extra money because we will be 
spending that on the generator. 

Council Member Goldberg responded that she thinks we need to keep that totally 
separate; the community giving is a separate thing from this agreement. She noted that 
her recommendation would be to not intermix the two. 

Council Member Amon stated that she agrees with Council Member Goldberg; the 
contract regarding the generator is for the Town's benefit, and the monies that are given 
to the Senior Center from that program are just the Town supporting the nonprofit 
organization. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented that it is still subject to the State's requirements 
on the gift clause; any agency that receives monies under that program, has to show us 
that they are providing some public service that we would otherwise want to provide 
ourselves. He said it is similar, but they are separate issues. 

Council Member Amon commented that the Senior Center still has to comply with the 
requirements for obtaining the monies from the Town. She explained that she was 
saying not to cut that off. 

Council Member BearCat said, in essence, we give them money and they pay us 
money to buy the fuel and all that, so we give them money and they give us money 
back; however that is going to work, let us get it put down on paper exactly how it is 
going to work. 
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Mayor Simpson asked Council Member BearCat if that was a request to table or a 
motion to table. 

Council Member BearCat responded that it was a motion or a request, whichever it 
takes to table it. 

Mayor Simpson asked if we need an action to table this. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we probably ought to have a motion to table it. 

Council Member BearCat moved to table this item, and Council Member Goldberg 
seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

6. PURCHASE OF VERTICAL TURBINE PUMP SERVICE AND CLEANING -
Discussion and possible approval to purchase a rebuild of a vertical turbine pump
from Phoenix Pumps, Inc. This is a standby pump for the Kofa Water Well Plant.

Town Manager Ferguson announced that we are going to ask to table this item due to 
the fact that after conversations with the company, we have some questions regarding 
primarily the storage of this item and some other issues that might affect the 
maintenance of it; we need to do a little further research. 

7. ACCEPTANCE OF THE RESIGNATION FROM THE TOWN PROSECUTOR
AND DIRECTION TO STAFF FOR REPLACEMENT - Discussion and
acceptance of the Town Prosecutor's resignation and direction to staff.

Town Manager Ferguson noted that the Council has a copy of the resignation letter 
from Town Prosecutor David Ward, and he spoke of the opportunity Mr. Ward is taking 
with the City of Phoenix .. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that Town Prosecutor is a position that the Council 
appoints, not the Town Manager. He explained why it is a very important position for us 
and suggested that the Council might want to put together a subcommittee of a couple 
of Council Members. He indicated that he would be happy to serve on it to assist in the 
understanding of how the Town Prosecutor is important in a number of areas including 
law enforcement and code compliance. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that the Council received three resumes for the position 
of Town Prosecutor and that the Council may want to start with those. He said we are 
asking for your direction and official acceptance of the resignation. 
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Council Member Schue noted that he thinks it is important to have a committee to 
appoint the new Town Prosecutor. 

Mayor Simpson concurred. 

Jeron Mumme spoke of his opportunity to meet the Town Prosecutor and commented 
that he thinks it is important that we really think about who we are hiring for this position. 
He said they are here only twice a month for pre-trials and that should be taken into 
consideration. 

Council Member BearCat moved to accept the resignation of the Town Prosecutor. 

Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we would like some direction on finding a new Town 
Prosecutor and asked if the Council, as a whole, would like a subcommittee to work on 
finding a new Town Prosecutor. 

Council Member Goldberg commented that the Council should have a subcommittee 
and she would sit on it as a representative of the Council. 

Mayor Simpson said that Council Member Schue requested to be on the subcommittee, 
and he concurs with having a subcommittee to do interviews. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he would be willing to serve on the subcommittee and 
asked the Council if they would like to start with the three resumes that have already 
been submitted. 

The Council agreed to start with the three resumes already submitted. 

Council Member Amon commented that the subcommittee 'Nould make a suggestion to 
the Council. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded right, the recommendation would go to the Council 
for approval because the appointment needs to be made by the Council as a whole. 

Council Member Goldberg asked who else, other than the two Council Members and 
the Town Manager would serve on the subcommittee. She suggested the Code 
Compliance Officer and the Chief. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that the Chief would be a good addition. 
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Council Member BearCat also suggested that the Code Compliance Officer be a part of 
the process because he has a lot to do with the Prosecutor. 

Mayor Simpson asked the Chief if he could give the Council a little direction on that. 

Chief Ponce shared his reasoning regarding experience as to why the Code 
Compliance Officer would not be in a position to assist in the subcommittee. 

Town Manager Ferguson added comments about his agreement with the Chief. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked Chief Ponce if it would be he or the Lieutenant who would 
serve on the subcommittee. 

The Chief responded that the Lieutenant has more work than the Chief does, and he 
indicated they are both of a shared understanding on the matter. 

Council Member BearCat would like to see this on the next Council agenda. 

There was a discussion of how soon the subcommittee should meet, and the Council 
decided it would be in the afternoon of the next Monday. 

The Council decided that the subcommittee would consist of the Town Manager, the 
Chief or the Lieutenant, Council Member Goldberg and Council Member Schue. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that he would hope we would have it back to the 
Council by the next meeting. 

8. USE OF REQUEST TO SPEAK FORMS - Discussion and direction to Staff
regarding the Council's use of Request to Speak forms.

Council Member BearCat noted that if you read the Call to the Public, there is nothing 
on there that says you need to fill out a form to speak. She said she believes that our 
Chair has sufficient knowledge and ability to be able to make a Call to the Public, and 
when someone raises their hand, they can come up and do their thing in three minutes. 
She said we do not need a permission slip like a hall pass. She indicated that 
eliminating the Request to Speak form would save time and paperwork; it seems like it 
would more efficient. 

Council Member Amon commented that she thinks the Request to Speak form gives 
some structure to the evening's meeting. 

Vice Mayor Warner shared her thoughts on how she believed the forms would be 
helpful with the minutes. 

Council Member BearCat said they have to know about it, and she asked where it says 
we have to do it. 
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Council Member Goldberg said we can certainly add that. 

Mayor Simpson said we used to have something on the wall that showed the process 
that was taken down before the painting or previous to that. He explained why he thinks 
the forms should be used, noting they would have researched the agenda to select what 
they want to speak on. 

Council Member BearCat remarked that we have to have it posted somewhere; we 
have to state it. 

Mayor Simpson said he agreed. 

Council Member Goldberg spoke of similar procedures in meetings of the Board of 
Supervisors and other towns. 

Council Member BearCat noted that she has been up there many times and has never 
had to do that at the Board of Supervisors' meetings. 

Mayor Simpson said it would be fine to put a statement on the front of our agenda 
packet. He said he has no problem with announcing that, if that is the desire of the 
Council. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we can do that; that is quite appropriate. He said we 
have no problems making sure there is something there for that purpose. 

Jeron Mumme commented that sometimes he does and sometimes he does not fill out 
the paperwork, and he does not think we have to post it everywhere because the 
papers are not hard to find. He does not think we need to have bulletin boards telling 
others that they need to have a Request to Speak. 

Marilyn McFate commented that throughout the years we have not had this structured 
paperwork. She said it was right to have the name correctly, but they can spell their 
name if it is not heard. She asked if the Council noticed how many people are coming to 
the Council's meetings; she said they are tired of the paperwork and the craziness of 
this. She noted that the Council does not have the community people that are really 
interested; they like it that the Council gives the public a certain time to say something; 
the people do not feel like they are welcome to stand up and say how they feel. She 
said the Council does not have the community feeling. 

Shanana Rain Golden-Bear noted that she went to a council meeting up in Oregon 
many years ago, and they had a banner that said 'welcome' with a list of what an 
audience member has a right to and no right to. She indicated that it also said that if you 
do wish to speak, then this is what we want you to do; it was beautiful, and it made such 
a big impression on her. She told the Council that they have wonderful monitors that do 
not get used very often. She said the monitors could be turned and have that type of 
beautiful message, and they could be used instead of printing the agendas. 
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Shanana Rain Golden-Bear explained that people do not know what is going on or what 
to expect when first attending Council meetings. She said if we encourage public 
participation, and let the public know they do not have the right to speak• but we are 
going to give it to you - it might encourage the public to speak. She said she would like 
to see a discussion on how that could be handled in a better way. She explained that 
she thought about and decided to speak at the last minute when she heard what the 
Council had said on the item. 

Mayor Simpson shared some of his experiences with various council meetings and 
noted that when people attend one council meeting, they are familiar with the process at 
the next. He said he thinks we need a sign of some kind or an orientation to tell the 
people the process; he thought we were pretty friendly in the way we do it now. 

Council Member Goldberg commented that she has seen Police Department members 
show people where the agendas and Request to Speak forms are. She said she likes 
the idea of having something on the monitors. 

Council Member Amon and Council Member Cunningham concurred. 

Vice Mayor Warner commented that when you are sitting in particular Council seats, 
that projector hits you right in the eye. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he thinks that problem has been solved with the new 
table. 

Council Member BearCat said the light is still in her eyes in the new position. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill added that you do not need a projector to put it on the 
monitors. 

Council Member BearCat said that initially, the monitors were supposed to be there to 
eliminate printing and how much paper is being used. She said the agendas were 
supposed to be projected on there and that has not happened yet. She said she would 
be O.K. if we have the directions on how to conduct the meeting, the basic rules, and 
tell them to fill out the form as long as everyone is given the same information and it is 
printed on our paper here. She explained that her point is that it is not anywhere right 
now, and if it is pointed out on the monitors, and then scroll with the agenda, then she 
thinks it would be helpful for everybody and eliminate using so much paper. 

Council Member Schue asked who the mechanic of the scrolling agenda would be; he 
said it seems like a lot of work. 

Council Member Goldberg said she thinks we should just put up the welcome to 
Quartzsite Town Council meeting, the date, agendas and Request to Speak forms are 
in the back of the room. 
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Town Manager Ferguson spoke about what he would like to have one day regarding 
video recording. He said that with what we have right now, that will not be done without 
a lot of work; the message, fine; one easy message is easy to do. 

Mayor Simpson noted that to him, we make a sign and put it on the wall, one time and 
we are done; keep it simple. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we can do that. 

Vice Mayor Warner shared her concern regarding the location of the sign, as some 
might miss it on the wait. She indicated that if the message saying, 'welcome and here 
is what you need to do, the agenda and so forth is in the back' was displayed on the 
monitors, people would see it more easily. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we understand what you want accomplished, and we will 
do it in a tactful manner and not in a tacky manner. 

It was noted that the Request to Speak forms are used only during Council meetings 
and not during board meetings. 

9. EXECUTIVE SESSION - An executive session pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-
431.03(A)(4) for discussion or consultation with the Town Attorney in order to
consider its position and instruct the Town Attorney regarding the Town's position
regarding an amendment to the Employment Agreement with Jim Ferguson as
the Town of Quartzsite Town manager and pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(1)
for discussion or consideration of an amendment to the employment agreement
and salary of the Quartzsite Town Manager.

Vice Mayor Warner moved to adjourn to executive session, and Council Member 
Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 8:11 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 9:36 p.m. 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION: 9:36 p.m. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council 
Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 
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10. TOWN MANAGER'S CONTRACT - Discussion and possible approval of an
Amended and Restated Employment Agreement with the Town Manager.

Mayor Simpson said that as a result of the executive session, the Town Attorney has 
been given direction. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

11. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson noted that he is gearing up for a busy season, and it is now starting to 
get busy. He is making plans for some expansions and some other businesses are 
opening up now. 

12. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Vice Mayor Warner commented that her business is getting busy too. 

Council Member Goldberg spoke of a presentation she did, as part of the Tourism 
Team, for the McMullen Valley Chamber of Commerce. She noted that it never ceases 
to amaze her how a positive reputation of Quartzsite is being spread throughout the 
County. She also attended a meeting of the Special McMullen Valley Water Basin 
Committee, and she will be turning in a report on that. She said even at the capital, she 
hears positive comments about Quartzsite. 

Council Member Amon thanked Town Manager Ferguson for turning the Town 
Manager's meeting into an educational hour. 

13. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

• Report on the Pilot Center

Town Manager Ferguson announced the conflict that existed between the owners of the 
property and Pilot was resolved through some legal procedures, and they came to a 
settlement. He said as far as the Town !s concerned, 'vVe are happy with the way it 
turned out; no one is in any trouble; the business is going and pretty active. He added 
that it is indicative of the fact that we are seeing more activity, and folks in McMullen 
Valley are going to start hearing more positive things about what is going on in 
Quartzsite. because we have a lot of businesses that are looking at us right now and 
over the next two to three years. He said there will be significantly more activity than we 
have seen in quite a number of years, and that is a joint effort, the public as a whole, the 
Council and staff. 

14. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.
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Council Member Schue noted that he would like to see the information on the 
hydrologist. Vice Mayor Warner and Council Member Goldberg concurred. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 9:44 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 9:44 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 24, 2019 of the Town Council of 
Quartzsite, Arizona, held on September 24, 2019. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 8th day of October 2019 

Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 
On behalf of the Common Council 
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